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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

HALL of New York). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

NEW AL QAEDA TAPES FEATURE 
U.S. CAPITOL UNDER ‘‘ATTACK’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, President Bush today gave a speech, 
and he talked about the terrorist 
threat, and he talked about the at-
tempts on the United States that have 
taken place since 9/11. He talked a lit-
tle bit about the attempted attack last 
week at Fort Dix. 

Yet I don’t believe any of the media 
is paying any attention to that. It 
seems like every time the President 
talks about the threat, it just never 
makes the television networks. 

That is very troubling to me, because 
after 9/11, the President said we are in 
a world war against terrorism, and it 
may go on for a long, long time. It may 
go on for more than my tenure in of-
fice. It may go on for decades. 

When you are fighting a war of ter-
rorism like that, you have to be reso-
lute of purpose. There’s no question 
that the war that’s going on in Iraq 
and Afghanistan has been very trying 
on the American people, but this is a 
war against terrorism, and we must be 
resolute of purpose. 

This week on the Internet, al Qaeda 
had put out a new message to possible 
recruits for them around the world. I 
would like to read to you what was on 
the Internet. 

It says, al Qaeda has a new opening 
graphic for its propaganda tapes, the 
U.S. Capitol, that’s this place right 
here, under attack. His quote, ‘‘The Is-
lamic State of Iraq . . . March Towards 
Washington,’’ reads the headline in 
English superimposed over a digitally 
created scene of the U.S. Capitol under 
attack in the introductory sequence of 
one tape released on the Internet this 
week. 

Another from al Qaeda’s ‘‘as Sahab’’ 
production arm announces, ‘‘Holocaust 
of the Americans in the land of 
Khorasan,’’ and shows an image of the 
U.S. Capitol. They introduce a short 
clip of al Qaeda fighters. 

‘‘This is a disturbing trend,’’ says 
Laura Mansfield, an Arabic expert who 
monitors jihadi videos on the Internet. 
‘‘Recall that in January of 2006, Osama 
bin Laden said that plans for attacks 
in the U.S. were in progress,’’ Mans-
field told the Blotter on ABCNews.com. 
‘‘It may be that this new imagery is de-
signed to motivate terrorist activity in 
the U.S., but it is certainly intended as 
a recruiting tool and perhaps intended 
to reassure al Qaeda’s jihadi followers 

that they haven’t forgotten their goal 
of an al Qaeda attack on Washington, 
D.C.,’’ this city. 

I don’t tout television shows very 
often, but occasionally I urge my col-
leagues to watch something that I 
think is important. I just say to my 
colleague, I understand that tonight on 
the O’Reilly show on Fox Network, he 
is going to talk about a poll that was 
taken among Muslims in the United 
States. There are approximately 6 mil-
lion Muslims in the United States, and 
I believe that 99 percent of them or 95 
percent of them are very patriotic 
Americans. But in this poll they found 
that the Muslims between the ages of 
18 and 29, approximately around 20 per-
cent of them, are sympathetic to the 
terrorists who kill themselves, blow 
themselves up in an attack on Amer-
ican targets. This is a very disturbing 
poll that was taken. 

This is a very trying time for Ameri-
cans and for this country. I urge all of 
my colleagues to remember what the 
President said after 9/11. Remember, 
this is a world war against terrorism. 
Remember what I just read here that 
was on the Internet, that their ulti-
mate goal is to attack Washington, 
D.C., and remember that there is a 
growing number of young men in 
America, Muslims, who are very sym-
pathetic to the terrorists who blow 
themselves up. 

We need to make sure that the Amer-
ican people understand the gravity of 
this situation. To back down to the 
terrorists now would be a big mistake. 
It’s very important that we stay our 
ground in Iraq and throughout the 
world and send a message to the terror-
ists that we will not surrender and we 
will not be defeated. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. MATHESON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MATHESON addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

BUSH AUTHORIZES COVERT 
ACTION AGAINST IRAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the 
President and the Vice President have 
vowed to repeat the mistakes of his-
tory, and they have put into motion a 
plan to do just that in Iran, even as the 
House is about to send the President a 
box of blank checks for Iraq against 
the will of the American people. 

History is worth noting. In 1953, the 
United States and the United Kingdom 
launched Operation Ajax, a covert CIA 
operation to destabilize and remove the 
democratically elected Government of 
Iran, including Prime Minister 
Mossadegh. Why? Oil. 

Under Mossadegh, the Iranian Gov-
ernment decided to reclaim Iran’s 
rightful ownership to its national oil 
treasure, which had been exclusively 
controlled by the British, who were 
taking 85 percent of the profits. Oh, by 
the way, the United Kingdom also kept 
the books secret, merely telling Iran 
what its 15 percent take was. 

As soon as Mossadegh began to re-
claim Iran’s oil, it was all over. Oper-
ation Ajax was set into motion. The 
U.S. Embassy in Tehran provoked 
phony and internal Iranian dissent, 
while the Brits engineered an Iranian 
financial crisis by orchestrating a glob-
al boycott of Iranian oil. We brought 
down the Iranian Government and in-
stalled the Shah. For two decades we 
propped him up against the will of the 
Iranian people. It was all about con-
trolling Iran. It still is. 

Today ABC News is reporting exclu-
sively that this President has author-
ized a new covert CIA plot to bring 
down the Iranian Government. I ask to 
submit for the RECORD the report pro-
duced by the chief investigative re-
porter Brian Ross and Richard Esposito 
of ABC News. This is the lead sentence 
in their story: ‘‘The CIA has received 
secret Presidential approval to mount 
a covert ‘black’ operation to desta-
bilize the Iranian Government, current 
and former officials in the Intelligence 
Community tell the Blotter on 
ABCNews.com.’’ 

[From ABC News, May 22, 2007] 
BUSH AUTHORIZES NEW COVERT ACTION 

AGAINST IRAN 
(By Brian Ross and Richard Esposito) 

The CIA has received secret presidential 
approval to mount a covert ‘‘black’’ oper-
ation to destabilize the Iranian government, 
current and former officials in the intel-
ligence community tell the Blotter on 
ABCNews.com. 

The sources, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because of the sensitive nature of 
the subject, say President Bush has signed a 
‘‘nonlethal presidential finding’’ that puts 
into motion a CIA plan that reportedly in-
cludes a coordinated campaign of propa-
ganda, disinformation and manipulation of 
Iran’s currency and international financial 
transactions. 

‘‘I can’t confirm or deny whether such a 
program exists or whether the president 
signed it, but it would be consistent with an 
overall American approach trying to find 
ways to put pressure on the regime,’’ said 
Bruce Riedel, a recently retired CIA senior 
official who dealt with Iran and other coun-
tries in the region. 

A National Security Council spokesperson, 
Gordon Johndroe, said, ‘‘The White House 
does not comment on intelligence matters.’’ 
A CIA spokesperson said, ‘‘As a matter of 
course, we do not comment on allegations of 
covert activity.’’ 

The sources say the CIA developed the cov-
ert plan over the last year and received ap-
proval from White House officials and other 
officials in the intelligence community. 

Officials say the covert plan is designed to 
pressure Iran to stop its nuclear enrichment 
program and end aid to insurgents in Iraq. 

‘‘There are some channels where the 
United States government may want to do 
things without its hand showing, and legally, 
therefore, the administration would, if it’s 
doing that, need an intelligence finding and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:39 May 24, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00061 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K23MY7.135 H23MYPT1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5686 May 23, 2007 
would need to tell the Congress,’’ said ABC 
News consultant Richard Clarke, a former 
White House counterterrorism official. 

Current and former intelligence officials 
say the approval of the covert action means 
the Bush administration, for the time being, 
has decided not to pursue a military option 
against Iran. 

Vice President Cheney helped to lead the 
side favoring a military strike,’’ said former 
CIA official Riedel, ‘‘but I think they have 
come to the conclusion that a military 
strike has more downsides than upsides.’’ 

The covert action plan comes as U.S. offi-
cials have confirmed Iran had dramatically 
increased its ability to produce nuclear 
weapons material, at a pace that experts said 
would give them the ability to build a nu-
clear bomb in two years. 

Riedel says economic pressure on Iran may 
be the most effective tool available to the 
CIA, particularly in going after secret ac-
counts used to fund the nuclear program. 

‘‘The kind of dealings that the Iranian 
Revolution Guards are going to do, in terms 
of purchasing nuclear and missile compo-
nents, are likely to be extremely secret, and 
you’re going to have to work very, very hard 
to find them, and that’s exactly the kind of 
thing the CIA’s nonproliferation center and 
others would be expert at trying to look 
into,’’ Riedel said. 

Under the law, the CIA needs an official 
presidential finding to carry out such covert 
actions. The CIA is permitted to mount cov-
ert ‘‘collection’’ operations without a presi-
dential finding. 

‘‘Presidential findings’’ are kept secret but 
reported to the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence, the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence and other key 
congressional leaders. 

The ‘‘nonlethal’’ aspect of the presidential 
finding means CIA officers may not use dead-
ly force in carrying out the secret operations 
against Iran. 

Still, some fear that even a nonlethal cov-
ert CIA program carries great risks. ‘‘I think 
everybody in the region knows that there is 
a proxy war already afoot with the United 
States supporting anti-Iranian elements in 
the region as well as opposition groups with-
in Iran,’’ said Vali Nasr, adjunct senior fel-
low for Mideast studies at the Council on 
Foreign Relations. ‘‘And this covert action is 
now being escalated by the new U.S. direc-
tive, and that can very quickly lead to Ira-
nian retaliation and a cycle of escalation can 
follow,’’ Nasr said. Other ‘‘lethal’’ findings 
have authorized CIA covert actions against 
al Qaeda, terrorism and nuclear prolifera-
tion. 

Also briefed on the CIA proposal, according 
to intelligence sources, were National Secu-
rity Advisor Steve Hadley and Deputy Na-
tional Security Advisor Elliott Abrams. 
‘‘The entire plan has been blessed by 
Abrams, in particular,’’ said one intelligence 
source familiar with the plan. ‘‘And Hadley 
had to put his chop on it.’’ 

Abrams’ last involvement with attempting 
to destabilize a foreign government led to 
criminal charges. He pleaded guilty in Octo-
ber 1991 to two misdemeanor counts of with-
holding information from Congress about the 
Reagan administration’s ill-fated efforts to 
destabilize the Nicaraguan Sandinista gov-
ernment in Central America, known as the 
IranContra affair. Abrams was later par-
doned by President George H. W. Bush in De-
cember 1992. 

In June 2001, Abrams was named by then 
National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice 
to head the National Security Council’s of-
fice for democracy, human rights and inter-
national operations. On Feb. 2, 2005, National 
Security Advisor Hadley appointed Abrams 
deputy assistant to the president and deputy 

national security advisor for global democ-
racy strategy, one of the nation’s most sen-
ior national security positions. 

As earlier reported on the Blotter on 
ABCNews.com, the United States has sup-
ported and encouraged an Iranian militant 
group, Jundullah, that has conducted deadly 
raids inside Iran from bases on the rugged 
Iran-Pakistan-Afghanistan ‘‘tri-border re-
gion.’’ 

U.S. officials deny any ‘‘direct funding’’ of 
Jundullah groups but say the leader of 
Jundullah was in regular contact with U.S. 
officials. 

American intelligence sources say 
Jundullah has received money and weapons 
through the Afghanistan and Pakistan mili-
tary and Pakistan’s intelligence service. 
Pakistan has officially denied any connec-
tion. 

A report broadcast on Iranian TV last Sun-
day said Iranian authorities had captured 10 
men crossing the border with $500,000 in cash 
along with ‘‘maps of sensitive areas’’ and 
‘‘modem spy equipment.’’ A senior Pakistani 
official told ABCNews.com the 10 men were 
members of Jundullah. 

The leader of the Jundullah group, accord-
ing to the Pakistani official, has been re-
cruiting and training ‘‘hundreds of men’’ for 
‘‘unspecified missions’’ across the border in 
Iran. 

We are back in 1953, and it worked so 
well then. Of course, the Vice President 
wanted to invade Iran, so we can be 
sure he will spin new tales of fear in 
coming days to keep his preferred op-
tion, invasion, by land or by air, very 
much alive. The President knows only 
one way: My way or the highway. His 
Vice President knows only one way: In-
vade and seize control of what you 
want. And he wants the oil treasure of 
Iraq and Iran to become wholly owned 
subsidiaries of the Western oil compa-
nies he favors. 

With Iraq in civil war, the President 
has authorized a secret plan to repeat 
the doomed mistakes of history in 
Iran. How many billion dollars of re-
construction money from Iraq will be 
siphoned off to deconstruct Iran? 

The American people are virtually 
shouting at us to pay attention and get 
our soldiers out of Iraq now. Vast sums 
of U.S. money are flowing into Iraq, 
and billions of U.S. dollars are missing. 
The Special Investigator for Iraq Re-
construction told a San Antonio news-
paper last week that corruption in Iraq 
is endemic and debilitating. 

But Prime Minister Maliki has grant-
ed Ministers and former Ministers im-
munity from prosecution by Iraq’s 
Commission of Public Integrity, and, in 
turn, the Ministers can shield their 
own employees from prosecution, a 
government that has been told by this 
President and Vice President to pass 
an oil law that transfers control and 
profits to Western oil companies, just 
like the good old days in Iran. Over-
throwing Iran in 1953 was all about oil. 
Invading Iraq was all about oil, and the 
new secret plot against Iran is all 
about oil. 

Oil is the only benchmark this Presi-
dent and Vice President want, and they 
will keep American soldiers fighting 
and dying until an oil law is passed in 
Iraq that gives Western oil companies 

total control of the spigot and the prof-
its. It’s time to unmask the latest 
doomed plot to overthrow Iran, and it 
is past time to get our soldiers out of 
Iraq. 

Nothing less than protecting our 
troops is acceptable. 

f 

NIGHT LIFE IN SALT LAKE CITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 
almost a fortnight ago, one of our col-
leagues, the gentleman from Massachu-
setts, was waxing eloquent about con-
gressional experts, which he considered 
to be an oxymoron, as he said, similar 
to jumbo shrimp or Salt Lake City 
night life. 

I have the opportunity of rep-
resenting the central and western side 
of Salt Lake City, along with my col-
league, who hopefully will be here 
later, who lives in and represents the 
east side of Salt Lake City, Mr. MATHE-
SON. Now, it’s true I don’t live in Salt 
Lake City. I live in a much quieter 
area 60 miles north of a town appro-
priately called Brigham City. But in 
my younger, wilder college days, I did 
live in areas that I now represent in 
Central City and Capitol Hill in Salt 
Lake, an area similar to this except 
about 4,000 feet closer to the heavens. 

I want you to know in the night life, 
every evening when you went out, on 
almost every corner you could find an 
ice cream parlor. If I ever wanted to 
forget my worries and drown my sor-
rows, I could easily have a second glass 
of warm milk. There are some nights 
we put our pajamas on before 8:00, the 
one without the feet. Even now we will 
occasionally stay up long enough to 
watch Letterman go through his top 10. 
Our night life, and he says there is no 
night life, when we wanted to go out at 
night, we would take off the working 
Wranglers, put on the clean Wranglers 
and go down to 7–Eleven and find the 
new Slurpee flavors of the month. 

For a gourmet night, we could even 
load up the minivan and supersize 
number 5 with extra mayo, for every-
one except for the driver, because we 
don’t allow drinking and driving. 
That’s why some of our cabbies die of 
thirst. And you say we have no night 
life? 

It’s true our happy hours are deter-
mined by how much green Jell-O is 
available, because a party is not a 
party without green Jell-O and carrot 
bits. Indeed, if you order a mixed 
drink, it will definitely involve choco-
late syrup and milk, but you still have 
to stir vigorously with the straw. And 
he says we have no night life? 

Our baseball fans, after the seventh 
inning, can order all the root beer they 
want. Admittedly, it causes road rage. 
I remember the last time I came out 
when my buggy was cut off by a buck-
board wagon, and I have to admit, I 
said some expletives, like, oh my, 
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